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(c) an AV conference manager for managing a videoconference during which the video 
image and spoken audio of onej of the participants is reproduced at the workstation of another 
of the participants; and 

(d) a call control means for/ controlling a connection between a workstation and a destination 
device, the destination device being another workstation or other reproduction devices in 
communication with at least one of the data or the audio paths, the call control means being 



operable to generate at least one callhandle, associated with each workstation and the destination, 



each callhandle including a state indicator for indicating tEe^tate of its associated workstation 



or destination, wherein the state can be any one of tne group consisting of idle, ringing, active 



and hold, in which 



(i) an idle statej represents that the workstation is available to accept an incoming 
teleconference call; 

(ii) a ringing state represents that an attempt is being made to establish a 
teleconference with the workstation; 



(iii) an active 
teleconference; and 

(iv) a hold state 



state represents that the workstation is actively participating a 



is able to accept an inco 



represents that the workstation has placed at least one call on hold and 
Ling call. 



3. The system according to claim 2, wherein the teleconference includes at least three 



participants. 
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4. A teleconferencing system for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of 
participants having workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with 
associated AV capture and reproduction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images 
and spoken audio of the participants, the workstations being interconnected by a first network, 
the network providing a data paih for carrying digital data signals among the workstations, the 
teleconferencing system comprising: 
(a) an incoming call handling mechanism for^lete^ting, during a first teleconference call 
between a first and second of th? participants, an attempt by aNJiird caller to initiate a second 
teleconference call to the seconc participant, and f :>r notifying the second participant that the 



third caller is attempting to call 



he second participant; and 



(b) 



an incoming call acceptance mechanism for adding the third caller to the first 



teleconference call. 



to the teleconference call betweei 



5. The teleconferencing systsm jifceraing to claim 4 wherein the incoming call handling 
mechanism can detect and the inc Dining call acceptance mechanism can add a fourth participant 



associated AV capture and reprod 



the first, second and third participants. 



6. A teleconferencing syste n for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of 
participants having workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with 



iction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images 



and spoken audio of the participants, the workstations being interconnected by a first network, 
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the network providing a data oath for carrying digital data signals among the workstations, the 
teleconferencing system comprising: 

(a) an AV path for carrying! A V signals among the workstations, the AV signals representing 
video images and spoken audid of the participants; 

(b) an AV conference manager for managing a videoconference during which the video 



image and spoken audio of one| of the participants is reproduced at the workstation of another 



the participants; 



wherein the AV confere 



equal to N, where N is any integer, associated witn>s*(orkstation; and 



(c) 



a call selector which em 



M possible calls where M is an 



participant, to invoke further ca 



ce mltfteg^r is operable to support a maximum number of calls 



bles a participant, operating the workstation, when faced with 
nteger greater than N, to select NVcalls of the M possible calls. 



7. The teleconferencing system of claim 6 further comprising means, operable by said 



s even if the AV conference mguiager is supporting active calls, 



and to give the participant the opportunity to select which^of the calls are active. 



8. A teleconferencing system for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of 
participants having workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with 
associated AV capture and reproduction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images 
and spoken audio of the participants, the workstations being interconnected by a first network, 
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the network providing a data path for carwing digital data signals among the workstations, the 
teleconferencing system comprising at least one of the group consisting of: 

(a) a remote participant hold selection mechanism for placing on hold, in a videoconference 
call among a hold-activating participant and a plurality of other participants, at least one of the 
other participants; 

(b) a remote participant disconnection mechanism for disconnecting, in a teleconference call 
among a participant to be remotely (/isconnecte^and a plurality of other participants, at least one 
of the other participants; and 

(c) an add participant selecticp mechanism for selecting a new participant from among a 
plurality of potential participants and adding the new participant to an active teleconference call. 



9. A method for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of participants having 
workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with associated AV 
capture and reproduction capabilities for capJHring and reproducing video images and spoken 
audio of the participants, the workstation being interconnected by a first network, the network 
providing a data path for carrying digital data signals among the workstations, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) managing a data conference during which data are shared among a plurality of the 
participants and displayed /on the monitors of their respective workstations; 

(b) moving AV signals among the workstations, the AV signals representing video images 



and spoken audio of the /participants; 
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(c) managing a videoconference during which the video image and spoken audio of one of 
the participants is reproduced at the workstation of another of the participants; 

(d) controlling a connection between a workstation and a destination device, the destination 
device being another workstation or <pier reproduction devices in communication with at least 
one of the data or the audio paths; apd 

(e) generating at least one callhandle, associated with each workstations and the destination, 
each callhandle including a state innicator ror indicating the state of its associated workstation 
or destination, wherein the state c^nbe^anyj one of the group consisting of idle, ringing, active 
and hold, in which 

(i) an idle state represents that [the workstation is available to accept an incoming 
teleconference call; 



(ii) 



a ringing state /represents that an /attempt is being made to establish a 
teleconference with the workstation; 

(iii) an active statqf represents^/fhat the workstation is actively participating a 
teleconference; and 

(iv) a hold state represents that the workstation has placed at least one call on hold and 
is able to accept an incoming call. 



10. The method of claim 11, wherein the teleconference includes at least three participants. 
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11. A method for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of participants having 
workstations with associated moritors for displaying visual images, and with associated AV 



capture and reproduction capabili 



ies for capturing and reproducing video images and spoken 



audio of the participants, the workstations being interconnected by a first network, the network 
providing a data path for car y ing digital data signals among the workstations , the 
teleconferencing system, the method comprising Ithe steps of: 

(a) detecting, during a first tek conference call between a first and second of the participants, 
an attempt by a third caller to initiate a second leteeoqference call to the second participant; 

(b) notifying the second participant that thef third caller i\ attempting to call the second 
participant; and 

(c) adding the third caller to ftie first teleconference call 



12. The method according to 



respectively detect and add a fourth participan 



second and third participants. 



claim 11 wherein the^steps of detecting and accepting can 



capture and reproduction capabi 



the teleconference call between the first, 



13. A method for conducting a teleconference among a plurality of participants having 
workstations with associated mo iitors for displaying visual images, and with associated AV 



ties for capturing and reproducing video images and spoken 



audio of the participants, the wor kstations being interconnected by a first network, the network 
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providing a data path for carryin 



teleconferencing system, the method comprising the steps of: 



(a) moving AV signals among the 
and spoken audio of the participants; 



I digital data signals among the workstations , the 



workstations, the AV signals representing video images 



(b) managing a videoconference c uring which the video image and spoken audio of one of 



the participants is reproduced at the workstation of another of the participants; 

(c) supporting a maximum number of calls equal to N, where N is any integer, associated 



with a workstation; and 



(d) enabling a participant, operat 



M is an integer greater than N, to select N calls of the M possible calls. 



14. A method for conducting a 



providing a data path for carrying 



(b) disconnecting, in a teleconfe 



ng the workstation, wlfenfaced with M possible calls where 



teleconference among a/plurality of participants having 



workstations with associated monitors for display iig visual images, and with associated AV 
capture and reproduction capabilitie s for capturing/ md reproducing video images and spoken 
audio of the participants, the workstations being interconnected by a first network, the network 



digital data signals among the workstations, the method 



comprising any of the steps in the group consisting of: 

(a) placing on hold, in a videoconference call among a hold-activating participant and a 
plurality of other participants, at least one of the other participants; 



ence call among a participant to be remotely disconnected 



and a plurality of other participants, 



at least one of the other participants; and 
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